
External Committee 8th March 2021 
Solar Panels on commercial buildings 

 
 
Please see the attached minutes for the climate change committee (specifically minute 56). 
 
I thought it best to expand on the principle of supplying solar panels to commercial premises. 
 
Cllr Quinton has already spoken to the Old Dairy Brewery who are interested in the scheme as a 
pilot, provided they obtain agreement for PV installation from their landlord. 
 
This scheme would favour those businesses who do not have the capital to invest in solar panels and 
who would, of course, benefit from a lower electricity unit rate. Particularly in the case of a high-
consumption business such as brewing. 
 
Whilst the payback for the council would not be as fast as on TTC’s own properties (the saving there 
would be at the higher rate per KwH) it is nonetheless a viable prospect. 
 
TTC could also take advantage of any grant assistance available and interest free loans are currently 
being offered which allows flexible repayments purely from the power re-sold to the grid. 
 
As an illustration, if the normal rate per KwH is 14p for instance, TTC could offer it to businesses at 
12p per unit (a saving of almost 15% to the business). Any unused power would be sold back to the 
grid by TTC for around 5p per unit so clearly, heavier power users would bring a quicker return on 
investment. 
 
This is a complex proposal, but it allows TTC additional income, improves business profitability and 
achieves a greener town. Figures will clearly differ depending on the business and would need to be 
considered on an individual basis. 
 
As the council has the General Power of Competence, legally it is able to enter such agreements as a 
business function provided it is not in competition with other local suppliers. 
  

Proposal: That the agreement is approved in principle as a pilot scheme, subject to 
satisfactory comprehensive cost analysis and agreement from all parties. 
 
 
 
 
Phil Burgess 
Town Clerk 
 
Impact on Crime and Disorder : None 
Impact on Bio-diversity  : Significant 
Budgetary Impact  : Profitable 


